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Asiatics and the chance being given them to register voluntarily as they desire
to do?
ANSWER: No, provided time is limited.
QUESTION NO. 2: Is there any objection to dispense with finger-prints in
the case of educated or well-known Indians?
ANSWER: No, provided that other adequate evidence of identity be forth-
coming.
QUESTION NO. 3: Is there any objection to the penalties not being enforced
in the meantime against those who voluntarily register?
ANSWER: No.
Am I to understand from the concluding sentence of your letter that the
Government do not intend to make the above concessions unless they are
satisfied that the Asiatic community is prepared to accept the new position?
I desire to make our position in this matter perfectly clear.
We agreed to the law and adhere to it, and its objects must be secured.
We would, however, point out that as the present regulations were not submitted
to us before promulgation the Government must accept all responsibility in
regard to them.
We feel it essential to success that the law be administered with the least
possible friction, and as far as possible, with due consideration for the responsi-
bilities and difficulties of the Imperial Government. Believe me,
Tours sincerely,
GEORGE FARRAR
MEANING OF THESE LETTERS
These letters show that the Progressive Party is not opposed to us.
If one argues that some of these letters do not say categorically that
the new law would be repealed or that it would not apply to those who
volunteer to .take out registers, one would not be wholly wrong. But
then the letters have been so drafted as not to shock the whites. However,
the question has been raised as to what would happen if the Government
were to play foul and retain the law in its present form. The question
is easily answered. It is obvious that we are not taking out new registers
under the law. We shall not therefore be bound by it in any way if the
Government does not repeal it. And if it is not repealed, we shall fight
afresh, and the strength that we shall have gained over these three
months will stand us in good stead. Besides, the Government will be
further disgraced, and in that measure our case will gain in strength.
This is the marvellous beauty of voluntary registration and satyagraha;
the initiative rests with us instead of with the Government.
COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING
After the foregoing account of the compromise had been written,
there took place another meeting with General Smuts at which "all points
were satisfactorily settled.